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The Most Important Advances Under Venezuela’s Bolivarian Revolution

DEMOCRACY |S UP Since

1998, there have been 16 elections in Ven-
/ ezuela, including a vote on a new consti-
tution in 1999 and a recall referendum
in 2004 More people are voting, too;
the last presidential election had 75 percent turn-
out. Over 18 million Venezuelans - about two-thirds of
the population - have already registered to vote ahead
of the next presidential election on October 7, 2012.F

REGIONAL COOPERATION IS UP

Venezuela recently hosted the founding summit of the
Community of Latin American and Caribbean States
(CELAQ). This historic regional group, comprised of 33
countries, is dedicated to forging unity and peace.

SOCIAL SPENDING IS UP Government in-

vestment in social programs since 1999 has reached $468
billion, an amount several times greater than the invest-
ment made in the decade prior. In 2011, social invest-
ment accounted for 60 percent of government spending.

LITERACY IS UP Aafter 1.5 million Venezuelans
were taught to read, in 2005, UNESCO declared the coun-

try free of illiteracy. Venezuela was the second country
in the region after Cuba to have reached this milestone.’

HEALTH SERVICES ARE UP wmission Bar-

rio Adentro (“Inside the Neighborhood”) has brought
medical clinics to communities that never had them
before. From 2003 to 2010, the clinics were visited
432 million times and over 300,000 lives were saved.’

GENDER EQU'TY |S UP Under the ad-

ministration of President Chévez, women have led
three out of the five branches of government. Wom-
en currently hold about 30 percent of cabinet posi-
tions and 16 percent of seats in the National Assembly.’

TECHNOLOGY |S UP Venezuela received

an award from UNESCO in 2011 in recognition of its
work to provide free internet access to citizens through
Fundacién Infocentros. Its national technological lit-
eracy program has trained over a million people

POVERTY |S DOWN Venezuela has

the third lowest poverty rate in the region, ac-
cording to the UN Economic Commission on Latin
America and the Caribbean (ECLAC). Between
2002 and 2010, poverty fell by 20.8 percentage points (from
48.6 percent to 27.8 percent), and extreme poverty fell by
11.5 percentage points (from 22.2 percent to 10.7 percent).;
New social missions have been created to target extreme
poverty, such as “Sons of Venezuela,” a program providing
teenage mothers with economic benefits and education.

|NEQUAL|TY |S DOWN Venezuela stands out

among countriesin theregionforprogressonreducinginequal-
ity;itsginiindex(whichmeasuresinequality)fellby 2 to 3 percent
annually since 2002, largely due to rising per capita incomes.*

MALN UTRIT'ON IS DOWN The level of mal-

nutrition in Venezuela has been reduced by more than half,
from 7.7 percent in the 1990s to 3.7 percent in 2010. 14 mil-
lion citizens now have access to high-quality foods at sub-
sidized prices, and a new Fair Prices Law in 2011 is ensuring
the continued availability of affordable food for everyone.'"

UNEMPLOYMENT |S DOWN At the close of

2011, Venezuela's unemployment rate was 6.5 percent, down
from 13.7 percent-morethantwicethatamount-inearly 2001.'

DISCRIMINATION IS DOWN The 1999 con-

stitution gave formal recognition to indigenous languages
and reserved three seats in the National Assembly for indig-
enous representatives. Venezuela has also embraced its Af-
ro-descendant population. In May 2011 - the Month of the
Afro-Descendent - lawmakers approved the Organic Law
Against Racial Discrimination to eradicate and punish racism.'*

MEDIA CONCENTRATION 1S DOWN

Venezuela has seen a surge in community-based media out-
lets as the media landscape has been democratized. There are
now at least 244 community radio stations and 37 community
television stations. While private outlets continue to have an
overwhelming influence in the Venezuelan media market,
other players are getting a boost from the National Commis-
sion of Telecommunications (CONATEL), which allocated funds
to 31 community and alternative media outlets in 2012."
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For more information, visit our website at venezuela-us.org or write us at prensa@venezuela-us.org
Follow Us: Twitter.com/VzlaEmbassyUS
Friend Us: Facebook.com/VzlaEmbassyUS

Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela - 1099 30th Street, NW - Washington, D.C. 20007 - (202) 342-2214 - venezuela-us.org


http://cne.gov.ve 
http://www.cne.gov.ve/web/sala_prensa/noticia_detallada.php?id=2029 
http://www.eclac.cl/publicaciones/xml/5/45175/2011-819_PSI-Summary-WEB.pdf 
http://venezuela-us.org/2012/01/19/government%e2%80%99s-attention-to-the-neediest-foresees-to-reduce-extreme-poverty-to-3-5-percent/ 
http://www.eclac.cl/publicaciones/xml/5/45175/2011-819_PSI-Summary-WEB.pdf 
http://www.unesco.org/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/INSTITUTES/UIL/confintea/pdf/GRALE/confinteavi_grale_lac_synthesis_en.pdf
http://venezuelanalysis.com/news/5732 
http://venezuela-us.org/2011/04/18/over-300000-lives-have-been-saved-by-mission-barrio-adentro/#more-16388 
http://www.asambleanacional.gob.ve/
http://venezuela-us.org/2011/05/11/law-against-racial-discrimination-approved/#
http://venezuelanalysis.com/news/5931
http://venezuela-us.org/2012/01/06/community-media-in-venezuela-gets-funding-from-telecoms-authority/
http://venezuela-us.org/
http://twitter.com/#!/VzlaEmbassyUS
http://www.facebook.com/VzlaEmbassyUS
http://www.celac.gob.ve/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_view&gid=109&tmpl=component&format=raw&Itemid=73&lang=es

B

Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the U.S.

FACT SHEET: THIRTEEN YEARS, THIRTEEN ADVANCES

The Most Important Advances Under Venezuela’s Bolivarian Revolution

Sources

1. Elections were held in 1998, 1999, 2000, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, and 2010. See
the website of the National Electoral Council: http://cne.gov.ve

2. “Tibisay Lucena: “El CNE esta preparado para las elecciones de 2012,” National Electoral
Council, January 25, 2012. http://www.cne.gov.ve/web/sala_prensa/noticia_detallada.
php?id=2029

3. Caracas Declaration, Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC), Decem-
ber 3, 2011. http://www.celac.gob.ve/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_view&agi
d=109&tmpl=component&format=raw&Itemid=73&lang=es

4."Government Programs for the Needy Help Reduce Extreme Poverty,"Embassy of Venezuela
totheU.S., January 19,2012. http://venezuela-us.org/2012/01/19/government%e2%80%99s-
attention-to-the-neediest-foresees-to-reduce-extreme-poverty-to-3-5-percent/

5. “From Literacy to Lifelong Learning: Trends, issues and challenges in youth and adult
education in Latin America and the Caribbean,” UNESCO, 2009. http://www.unesco.org/fil-
2admin/MULTIMEDIA/INSTITUTES/UIL/confintea/pdf/GRALE/confinteavi_grale_lac_synthe-
sis_en.pdf

6. “Over 300,000 lives saved by Mision Barrio Adentro,” Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic
of Venezuela, April 18, 2011. http://venezuela-us.org/2011/04/18/over-300000-lives-have-
been-saved-by-mission-barrio-adentro/#more-16388

7. See the website of the National Assembly: http://www.asambleanacional.gob.ve/

8.“UNESCO Awards Venezuela for Providing Free Access to Internet,” AVN, January 12, 2011.
http://venezuelanalysis.com/news/5931

9.”Social Panorama of Latin America” 2011, Economic Commission on Latin America (ECLAC).
http://www.eclac.cl/publicaciones/xml/5/45175/2011-819_PSI-Summary-WEB.pdf

10. Ibid.

11. “Venezuelan FAO Representative: Malnutrition Reduced by Half to 3.7%" AVN, October
25, 2010. http://venezuelanalysis.com/news/5732

12. National Institite of Statistics, Monthly Report for December 2011. http://www.ine.gov.
ve/hogares/Informemensual.pdf

13. “Law against racial discrimination approved,” Embassy of Venezuela to the U.S, May 11,
2011. http://venezuela-us.org/2011/05/11/law-against-racial-discrimination-approved/#

14. “Community Media in Venezuela Gets Funding from Telecoms Authority,” Embassy of
Venezuela to the U.S., January 6, 2012. http://venezuela-us.org/2012/01/06/community-
media-in-venezuela-gets-funding-from-telecoms-authority/

Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela - 1099 30th Street, NW - Washington, D.C. 20007 - (202) 342-2214 - venezuela-us.org


http://cne.gov.ve 
http://www.celac.gob.ve/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_view&gid=109&tmpl=component&format=raw&Itemid=73&lang=es
http://www.celac.gob.ve/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_view&gid=109&tmpl=component&format=raw&Itemid=73&lang=es
http://venezuela-us.org/2012/01/19/government%e2%80%99s-attention-to-the-neediest-foresees-to-reduce-extreme-poverty-to-3-5-percent/ 
http://venezuela-us.org/2012/01/19/government%e2%80%99s-attention-to-the-neediest-foresees-to-reduce-extreme-poverty-to-3-5-percent/ 
http://www.unesco.org/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/INSTITUTES/UIL/confintea/pdf/GRALE/confinteavi_grale_lac_synthesis_en.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/INSTITUTES/UIL/confintea/pdf/GRALE/confinteavi_grale_lac_synthesis_en.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/INSTITUTES/UIL/confintea/pdf/GRALE/confinteavi_grale_lac_synthesis_en.pdf
http://venezuela-us.org/2011/04/18/over-300000-lives-have-been-saved-by-mission-barrio-adentro/#more-16388
http://venezuela-us.org/2011/04/18/over-300000-lives-have-been-saved-by-mission-barrio-adentro/#more-16388
http://www.asambleanacional.gob.ve/ 

http://venezuelanalysis.com/news/5931
http://www.eclac.cl/publicaciones/xml/5/45175/2011-819_PSI-Summary-WEB.pdf 

http://venezuelanalysis.com/news/5732
http://www.ine.gov.ve/hogares/Informemensual.pdf
http://www.ine.gov.ve/hogares/Informemensual.pdf
http://venezuela-us.org/2011/05/11/law-against-racial-discrimination-approved/#more-16564 
http://venezuela-us.org/2012/01/06/community-media-in-venezuela-gets-funding-from-telecoms-authority/#more-21745
http://venezuela-us.org/2012/01/06/community-media-in-venezuela-gets-funding-from-telecoms-authority/#more-21745
http://venezuela-us.org/

